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Digger at work on the Leeds Liverpool Canal on 

Lilian's walk to Haigh Hall on 10 March 2020 
 

******************* 

How many times do I have to tell you? 

Two metres apart at all times. 

     Gail 

************** 

 

 

 

Marian and Derek posing by the newly fitted 
plaque celebrating the installation of a kissing 

gate at Grundy's Lane on the Duxbury Miles 

without Stiles Circular. The fitting of the steel 

plaque on a concrete post had defeated Marian. 

Thank you so much Derek for coming to my 

rescue.     
 

********************** 
 

Some of the Yoredale Way A Group at Kilgram 
Bridge on the River Ure in January  

    Photo by Marian 
 

 

 

 Stay Safe  

We hope you are keeping well and managing to do 

some walking, even if this cannot be with Chorley 

Ramblers. Go to Page 3 for more information about 

our Coach Rambles and our Walks Programme. 

We can still keep in touch through Chorley Ramblers 

Facebook, also by email and through this                
“Out and About”, which will be emailed to all members 

for whom we have an email address. We will post “Out 

and About” to members without access to email.  

Best wishes to every-one 

Membership 
Between 14th January and 23rd May 

Chorley Ramblers have welcomed 14 new 

members, making the membership 349 
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*********************** 
 

 Martin & Susan’s Lockdown 
Walking Adventures 

 

Lockdown has given us the opportunity to 
explore our own locality as never before! 

Initially we only walked tracks and lanes 

keeping off the footpaths through the fields. As 

time’s gone on and the conditions underfoot 

have been so dry we have now ventured onto 

a few field footpaths, ones that we haven’t 

walked before, keeping away from farms. We 
have been pleasantly surprised by the number 

of hidden alleyways, ginnels and tracks that 

are in our area that we didn’t know existed. 

We have also discovered Whittle Spinney with 

its disused lime kiln, Carr Brook Linear Park 

and Carwood Lane Footpath, hidden gems with 
lots of history all in Whittle-le-Woods.  

 

We have really enjoyed watching the 

countryside coming into bloom, alongside the 

spring flowers, listening to the birdsong and 

seeing clear blue skies. Being blessed with lots 

of sunshine has made our walks all the more 
enjoyable. We started off walking about 5 

miles, three times a week, this then increased 

to 8/9 miles at a good pace when walking on 

the empty lanes, this meant that a 7 mile walk 

was completed in 2 hours.  We feel fit and 

ready to Ramble again when the time is right! 

     Susan 
 

********************* 

Could "Stay Home" and local walking 

have a benefit for Chorley Ramblers and 

our local PROWs? 
 

 I think quite a few of us have been exploring 

our local areas  and discovering the joys of our 

local paths and bridleways (our Public Rights of 

Way). I'm hopeful it will lead to a flush of new 

local walks being offered for our next Chorley 

Ramblers Programme whenever we get the all 

clear to recommence group walking.   

******************* 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Coronavirus and Chorley Ramblers 
 

We know of two Ramblers who walk with us 

who have "done battle" with the coronavirus. 

Dennis, a stalwart of many of our walks and the 

Chorley Ramblers Treasurer and Carol who 

walks with us on the Coach Rambles. We truly 
sympathise with both of you and hope that you 

are well on the road to recovery now.  Just 

before Lockdown, walk leader, Phil, was unable 

to lead a walk because his wife, Rita, had 

developed possible Covid symptoms. I am glad 

to say, they are now both well. 
 
 

The most recent of our walks? 

 

The last Ramblers walk for me was my Buckshaw 

Hills walk back in the middle of March. It was a 

walk I'd first enjoyed when I joined Brian Allman in 

2014. At the time I thought I knew Buckshaw well 

and just couldn’t think where it could possibly have 

any hills.  Since then I've led perhaps equally 

curious people around the walk many times.   

Taking in, as it does, the vast area that used to be 

the munitions works of Chorley's Royal Ordnance 

Factory with all its buried tunnels, it is an area 

laced with history.  Some of this has been related 

to me by people on the walks who knew it well 

having worked there before its final demise in 

2005 and the coming of Buckshaw village. 

We started from the pay-and-display car park near 

Kem Mill in Cuerden Valley Park.  On the 

programme as one of South Ribble's new short 

Monday walks, the day March the 16th. 

Perhaps I don't listen to the news as much as 

some people and to me it was just another day.  In 

the past this walk has attracted as many as forty-

two people, so I was surprised when only four 

turned up.  Had I got the day wrong but they told 

me I hadn't.  Maybe there was confusion over 

which car park, but no, it wasn't that.  After 

delaying the start, the five of us set off under blue 

skies.  The walk's "refreshment break" was 

normally atop one of the viewpoints but that day 

we decided to stop for coffee and cakes at the 

Cappuccino Cafe in Buckshaw Village.   (See back 

page for the picture.) 

The virus had by that time been well reported in 

the press mostly as something that was happening 

in China and it was still a time when our new prime 

minister was in ebullient mood and crowded events 

like the Cheltenham festival were still taking place.  

Although coronavirus deaths had happened in our 

hospitals, reports on them maybe still lacked 

urgency or were slow to emerge.  

I remember that for those on the walk, the new 

virus wasn't really a topic of conversation though, 

in hindsight, it must have been the reason so few 

people turned up.  For a day in mid-March, it was 

warm and sunny and the walk went well.  We all 

enjoyed the walk and with our visit to the coffee 

shop it seemed that we hadn't a care in the world.  

How wrong that turned out to be!        Walter 
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Corona 

 
Viruses are nothing new, they've been 

around forever  

Our bodies know them very well. 

Concern for them is never  

The common cold's a case in point a 

runny nose, a cough , 
A temperature, some time in bed and 

soon you shrug it off  

 

But now a new one's come around,    

Cov-sars -2 is its name  

Virulent and deadly.   

No way is it the  same  
Those who are advanced in years or  

prone some other way  

You'd best avoid all other folk and hide 

at home all day  

 

This virus has come to join us  
and isn't going away  

Now it's loose and in our world,  

it's sadly here to stay  

Our challenge is to live with it   

and with it still to thrive  

And how is something we'll work out  

if we're to stay alive  
 

We can still go out and exercise  

but it's really not the same  

You can't  walk near to others  

you really must refrain  

Our rambling' s such a social thing  
we meet up and we talk  

Togetherness and companionship  

are as important as our walk.  

 

Pleasant scenery, the exercise and 

companions, all these are a bonus  
But keeping our families safe  

is a far greater onus  

For me the answer's to go  out alone 

either jogging, cycling or walking  

I can meditate or sing to myself  

but I miss out on the talking.  

 
     Walter  
 

 

 

Chorley Ramblers Walks Programme  
 

Obviously we cannot offer a walks programme at 

this stage but as soon as we can we will contact 
you. We will follow the Government and the 

Ramblers Association's advice at all times.  
 

If you are interested in leading a walk or would like 

to find out more about what is involved, just get in 
touch. We’re happy to help. 

 

Our Walk Programme is co-ordinated by: 
 

Lorraine  - Sunday walks 

Mike - Tuesday walks 

Linda  - Saturday walks  

 
Email:   walkoffers@gmail.com 

 

*********************** 

 
 

 ********************** 

 

 
 

 

Coach Rambles  
 

One day our Coach Rambles will run again. When 

they do, we will finish off the Yoredale Way by 

completing the final stage. Then we will move on to 

our new way, The Inn Way to the Peak District.  
 

When we have a date for the next coach ramble, 

we will endeavour to contact all Coach Ramblers to 

advise them of the date. Make sure Denny has 

your up-to-date contact details. 

 
To find out more telephone  

Denny Robinson on 01257 262122 

 

***************** 

 

 

 
 

Can you suggest a good location for planting a 

woodland in Chorley Borough? 
 

Chorley Borough have asked for suggestions for 

possible sites or locations for tree planting, woodland or 
shelterbelt enhancement or woodland creation. 
 

Chorley Council have committed to plant 116,000 trees 
across the Borough over the next 5+ years. They are 

mapping the current woodland cover of the Borough and 

allocating land for new tree planting. Not all land is  

suitable for tree planting, for example it may be important 

that some wetland and grassland habitats are protected. 
The woodland creation would provide an opportunity for 

enhanced public access and would not negatively impact 

on Public Rights of Way. New woodlands will be created 

through the Woodland Trust. 
 

Our Footpath Checkers have suggested 6 possible sites 

across Chorley but if you have any ideas of suitable land 

for woodland development please email me at 
marianchorleyrambler@gmail.com and I will collate 

the Chorley Ramblers response. I will need a detailed 

location , preferably with a Grid Reference and Land 

Owner details if you know them. Please note I am not 
suggesting that you should go out and visit the potential 

sites.                 Please stay alert.  

 

*************** 
Out and About 

 

May I say a huge thank you to all 

contributors to this Out and About.              

It means so much to all of us. 

 

News, stories and photographs for the 

October 2020 Edition of Out and About to 

Marian by 31 August. 

marianchorleyrambler@gmail.com 

 
 

mailto:walkoffers@gmail.com
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Beautiful cherry trees captured by Susan on one 

of Martin and Susan's explorations of all places 

walkable from their home in Whittle-le-Woods. 
See page 2 for Susan's story.  

 

 

 

 

Hackfall Woods on February's Yoredale Way. 

Not pictured here but we had great fun 

pumping the 18th century fountain  into 

action         Photo by Christine 

 
 

Walter and the Monday afternoon walkers 

taking a break from the Buckshaw Hills walk 

on 16th March. Was this the last "Ramble" 

before Lockdown?  

See page 2 for Walter's story.         
     

Don't they know? 

That box is pulling its tongue out at them 
 

Photo by Phil 
 

 

 

B Group on the penultimate stage of the 
Yoredale Way in February. One day we will 

get back to complete the final stage. 

    Photo by Phil 

Aysgarth Lower Falls All that winter rain and 

impressive waterfalls and flooding. Seems a 

distant memory now!  Photo by Alan 
 


